TWO PUBLIC ENQUIRIES: GROWTH AND DISSENSION
the conditions of public access to them. Nicolas contrasted the Museum
with the Record Office in the Tower much to the advantage of the
former in this aspect.
"There he (the student) has only to ask for the manuscripts he
requires. He uses them as copiously, and changes them as often as he
would the books in his own library; he incurs no obligation in gaining
admittance; he studies when and for as long a time as he pleases;
his mind is undisturbed by fearing to encroach on the politeness of
others, he meets with no obstacles; the attendants are courteous and
obliging, because they know that their places depend on their be-
haviour. Anything more delightful in this respect than that establish-
ment cannot be imagined."^
But in another aspect his' opinion of the Museum was far less
favourable. The Trustees, he vehemently complained, obviously not
without some political animus and with some plausibility to the
unthinking, were nearly all men of rank and not professional scholars.
"It is true that among the trustees of the British Museum there
are three presidents of societies who are trustees ex offlcio who do not
possess that rank (Right Honourable or M.P.), as well as three of the
family trustees who are undignified by titles; yet among those trustees
who are elected by the others, and who, it might be supposed, would
be chosen in consequence of their reputation, there is not one person
who is distinguished for his attainments in science, in art., or in
literature as manifested in his works; but they consist of one duke,
three marquesses, five earls, four barons, and two members of parlia-
ment!" "This," he concluded, "affords another to the many proofs
which might be adduced, of the contemptuous neglect with which
genius is treated by the British government"
But it was not Nicolas's apparently reasonable, and anyhow at
least not trivial, complaint that brought the public dissatisfaction with
the Museum to a head. That required something much more futile.
One John Millard had for some years been employed as an Extra
Assistant to make a general index of the Manuscripts, but had been
found neither competent nor very industrious, and after much charit-
able delay had been dismissed. Millard found a Member of Parlia-
ment who was new to the House and more energetic and eloquent